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At Epstein Becker Green, we are committed to helping those communities 
in which we work and live to thrive, and we understand the unique opportunity 
for personal and professional growth that pro bono work affords. Accordingly, 
attorneys and staff are encouraged to volunteer their time on community-based 
projects and to work on pro bono matters. 

In 2017, attorneys and staff in the majority of our offices participated in Epstein 
Becker Green’s Pro Bono Program. The firm’s attorneys spent over 4,600 hours 
working on pro bono projects and represented more than 120 different corporate 
and individual pro bono clients. For the 10th consecutive year, our Washington, 
DC, office participated in the DC Bar Pro Bono Challenge. We are pleased to 
report that we continue to manage toward our goal of committing 3 percent of 
total billable hours to pro bono work.

For the second consecutive year, the firm held its Annual Pro Bono Challenge. 
The goal of this annual challenge is to have all our attorneys perform at least five 
hours of pro bono work during the year. There was a lot of excitement around 
the 2017 Pro Bono Challenge, and the firm saw a 3 percent increase in hours 
worked on pro bono projects in 2017, as well as a 3 percent increase in the 
number of attorneys who participated in pro bono work.

Here are some additional notable pro bono accomplishments in 2017: 

• 59.6 percent of Associates and 59.8 percent of Members participated
in Epstein Becker Green’s Pro Bono Program

• Associates who participated in Epstein Becker Green’s Pro Bono
Program averaged 23.0 pro bono hours, and Members averaged
32.5 pro bono hours

• 33.1 percent of the attorneys who participated in Epstein Becker
Green’s Pro Bono Program performed more than 20 hours of pro
bono work

Although this 2017 Pro Bono & Community Service Report covers only a small 
sample of our efforts, we are proud of our pro bono and community service 
accomplishments, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
attorneys and staff at Epstein Becker Green who volunteered their time in 2017. 

Carrie Valiant 
Chair, Epstein Becker Green’s  

Pro Bono Program



Steven Blackburn
San Francisco

David Jacobs
Los Angeles
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Pro Bono Leadership Team

Peter Steinmeyer
Chicago

Maxine Neuhauser
Newark

Pierre Georges Bonnefil
New York

George Breen
Washington, DC

Carrie Valiant 
Chair, Epstein Becker Green’s  

Pro Bono Program

Helaine Fingold
Baltimore



ACC Diversity Summer Internship Program
Alliance for HCPCS Coding Reform
Alliance of Wound Care Stakeholders
Alternatives, Inc.
American Law Institute Continuing Legal Education
AMIT
ARDC – Attorney Registration & Disciplinary  
  Commission
Arlington Free Clinic
Ashley Home Stores of Central New Jersey
Baumeisterjung, Inc.
Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Rockland County
Briarcliff Nursery School
Brooklyn Children’s Museum
The Browning School
Camp Nejeda Foundation
Cancer Support Team
CARE House of Oakland County
Case Commons, Inc.
The Center for Telehealth and eHealth Law (CTeL)
Chazy After School Program
Children’s Law Center
City Dogs Rescue & City Kitties
City Harvest, Inc.
Classroom, Inc.
Clinical Laboratory Management Association
CLUSTER Community Services
Community Health Care Association of  
  New York State
Community Unitarian Universalist Congregation  
  at White Plains
The Connecticut League of Nursing
District Ethics Committee of the Supreme  
  Court of New Jersey
The District of Columbia Bar
District of Columbia Primary Care Association
District VA Ethics Committee
Dramatic Results
Dumbarton United Methodist Church
Easter Seals Serving DC | MD | VA
Easy FBO
Esperanza Center, Catholic Charities of Baltimore
Fedcap Rehabilitation Services, Inc.
Federal Defender

Foster and Adoptive Family Services
Friends of Karen
Georgetown Village
GlamourGals Foundation, Inc.
God’s Love We Deliver
Haitian Emergency Relief
Hann Financial Service Corporation
Health Care Industry Access Initiative
The Heritage Foundation Center for Legal  
  and Judicial Studies
Hispanic Resource Center of  
  Larchmont & Mamaroneck
Hope for a Healthier Humanity
IDUHA IPA, LLC
iHealth, Inc.
Immigration Equality
Information Sharing Analysis Organization
Integral Guardianship Services, Inc.
The Ivymount School
Jewish Family & Children’s Services of  
  Northern New Jersey
Jewish Vocational Service of MetroWest, Inc.
Just Between Friends
Just Soul Catering
Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)
Korean Churches for Community Development
Lake County, Illinois
Langley “S.T.E.M.” Education Campus
Lawyers Alliance for New York
Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia
Legal Counsel for the Elderly
The Lend A Hand Project
Litchfield Hills Sudbury School
Little Angels Group Family Day Care
Make-A-Wish Foundation of New Jersey
Morganville First Aid & Rescue Squad, Inc.
Morristown Area American Little League
National Association of Health Services Executives
National Safe Boating Council
Neighborhood Christian Legal Aid Clinic
Network for Excellence in Health Innovation
New Jersey District Fee Arbitration Committee
New Jersey Supreme Court District Fee  
  Arbitration Committee

New York County Lawyers Association
New York Supreme Court, Commercial  
  Division Mediation
Newark Court-Appointed Mediation
NJ Leep, Inc.
Orchards Children’s Services
Partnership for a Healthier America
Practicing Attorneys for Law Students  
  Program, Inc.
Professor Carl Coleman
REACH Beyond Domestic Violence
The Retreat, Inc.
Rockland 21st Century Collaborative  
  for Children and Youth
Rutgers Moot Court
S.D.N.Y. Mediation Program
Seabury Resources for the Aging
Seton Hall Healthcare Compliance  
  Certification Program
Seton Hall Law School
South Orange/Maplewood District  
  Special Education
Spanish Catholic Center
Street Law, Inc.
Student Conservation Association
The Surfrider Foundation
Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding
Temple Beth Rishon
Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley
Temple Sholom (Scotch Plains, NJ)
Tenafly Nature Center
The Tourette Syndrome Awareness Foundation
Translators Without Borders, Inc.
UAW Retirement Medical Benefits Trust
University of Chicago Moot Court Competition
University – N.O.W. Day Nursery
The University of Texas Health Science  
  Center at Houston
Volunteer Lawyers for Justice
Watchung Hills Regional High School
Whitman-Walker Clinic
Women Business Leaders of the  
  U.S. Health Care Industry
Yale Law School Association Executive Committee

    corporate  
  pro bono clients 
            served  
                 in 2017
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Peace Corps
David S. Poppick (Member, Stamford office) took a sabbatical from April 2015 through 
June 2017 to volunteer with the Peace Corps in the country of Georgia, a former Soviet 
republic in the Caucasus region of Eurasia, bordering Turkey, Azerbaijan, Armenia, and 
Russia. He worked at a non-governmental organization (“NGO”) in Gori, Joseph Stalin’s 
birthplace. The NGO is a day center for 40 children, youth, and young adults with physical 
and mental disabilities. 

David helped the organization strengthen its capacity to develop sustainable projects, 
manage resources, and collaborate with others to benefit the community. He also conducted 
trainings for youth volunteers and university and vocational college students about financial 
and employment skills, human rights, and discrimination. 

In addition, David was a member of the Peace Corps 
Georgia Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment 
Committee, which worked to spread awareness and 
encourage gender egalitarianism. He worked with an 
NGO that integrated children and youth with and without 
special needs through sports and activities in order for those 
without special needs to better understand the capabilities of 
those with special needs. Also, he collaborated with lawyers 
in Tbilisi, Georgia’s capital, who specialize in litigation 
disability and gender discrimination cases. Since Georgian 
courts sometimes consider U.S. law, David offered the 
lawyers training and information about U.S. laws concerning 
all forms of discrimination, human rights, and equal 
educational opportunities. David received feedback that 
some judges appreciated what he shared with the lawyers 
and found the information useful for their cases.

    spotlight on  
       pro bono & 
  community service  
                 efforts
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U.S. Friends of Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre, Inc.
Over a decade ago, Allen Roberts (Member, New York office) and his wife, 
Heidi, first visited the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre (“HESC”) in 
South Africa. Having experienced safari game viewing during earlier visits, 
they knew that they would have a memorable experience seeing cheetahs and 
other endangered animals receiving care and treatment at HESC, temporarily 
or for the rest of the animals’ lives. At the time, Allen and Heidi did not 
foresee their visit turning into a devotion yielding more than $2 million to 
benefit wildlife.

While the benefits of cheetah breeding and release back into the wild caught 
their attention immediately, Allen and Heidi were alarmed by escalating levels 
of poaching that has become devastating to rhinos and other species, and they 

realized how fragile the survival of some entire species would be without the kind of breakthrough genetic and nutritional 
research and medical procedures and intervention developed by HESC. The objectives of HESC include:

• the research and breeding of endangered, vulnerable,  
or rare animal species;

• the education of students and the general public in  
conservation activities;

• student internship programs; 

• the release and monitoring of cheetahs back into the wild; and 

• the treatment and rehabilitation of injured and sick wild 
animals.

Believing that they could assist with support after their return home, 
Allen and Heidi created the U.S. Friends of Hoedspruit Endangered 
Species Centre, Inc., a nonprofit charitable organization dedicated to 
the conservation of wildlife. While Allen and Heidi, together with 
their personal donations, have raised more than $2 million for the U.S. 
Friends of HESC, no costs are incurred for fundraising or administration. 
To accomplish this, Allen and Heidi adopted a personal approach to 
fundraising that is different from most other nonprofit organizations. 
They set aside two weeks each September for a series of dinner parties 
hosted at their home, with a silent auction. A board member who owns 
gourmet markets donates the food to be prepared for each evening’s 
menu, and friends in the wholesale wine, spirits, and beer distribution 
businesses donate the beverages, while some of the most renowned 
restaurants in New York and lodges in South Africa are among the 
contributors of items for the silent auction. By this unique model, annual 
revenue of the U.S. Friends of HESC has reached about $250,000 during 
each of the past several years. 

If you are interested in learning more about the U.S. Friends of HESC or 
making a donation, please visit its website: www.usa-hesc.org. 
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Immigration Equality 
In 2017, attorneys in the New York office of Epstein Becker Green began partnering with Immigration Equality, 
an immigration rights organization that provides legal services and advocacy for people fleeing violence, abuse, and 
persecution because of their sexual orientation, gender identity, or HIV status. Through this partnership, the firm represents 
ZM, an asylum seeker who fled Jamaica with her teenage daughter to seek safety from life-threatening conditions 
in Jamaica, which has an extremely high level of violent crime directed at LGBTQ people. ZM, a lesbian, endured 
homophobia throughout her life in Jamaica, but she made the decision to leave her country after she was violently attacked 
and her attackers threatened to kill her and her daughter. 

In April 2017, ZM’s Epstein Becker Green team filed her asylum application, as well as a “derivative application” for her 
daughter, and will prepare ZM for her asylum hearing. The team helped ZM and her daughter obtain authorization to 
work legally in the United States pending determination of their asylum applications. The team has also guided ZM and 
her daughter through a number of legal and non-legal challenges that affect their lives and may have an impact on their 
asylum claims. ZM’s Epstein Becker Green team includes Hanna Fox (Member), Elena Quattrone (Associate), and 
Alison Wolf (Associate). 

In December, 2017, a different group of Epstein Becker Green attorneys—Arthur Fried (Member), Gregory Mitchell 
(Associate), and Amanda Gómez (Associate)—began working on an asylum application for a 21-year-old transgender 
man from Paraguay who is currently in the United States on Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (“DACA”) status. 
This case was also referred by Immigration Equality. 

Easter Seals Serving DC | MD | VA
Patricia Wagner (Member, Washington DC, office) provided legal support to Easter Seals Serving DC | MD | VA 
(“Easter Seals”) as it worked to open the Steve A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at Easterseals in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
For nearly 100 years, Easter Seals has been making profound, positive differences in people’s lives by providing a wide 
range of programs to support people of all ages and abilities. Recently, it has leveraged its framework as a charitable 
organization serving people with disabilities and special needs to expand into assisting active duty military members, 
veterans, and their families. In 2017, Easter Seals was selected as the National Capital Area site for the Cohen Veterans 
Network, a network designed to provide high-quality, low- or no-cost mental health care to veterans, their families, and 
the families of active duty service members. The Steve A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at Easterseals opened in August 
2017. Easter Seals clinicians and staff have been trained 
to work specifically with veterans and military families, 
and some are veterans themselves. The Cohen Clinic 
compliments Easter Seals’ broad array of services, 
including veteran employment, scholarships for children 
of wounded warriors, and care for aging veterans, to 
create an ecosystem of support for veterans and military 
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Pro Bono Cases Through the District of Columbia Bar
Since 2010, attorneys and staff in the Washington, DC, office have participated in the DC Bar Advocacy & Justice Clinic, 
a partnership with legal services providers and many of the District’s largest law firms and government agencies. The clinic 
strives to provide representation to clients on a range of civil legal problems and the DC Bar’s Pro Bono Center reaches 
tens of thousands of residents each year.

In 2017, 15 attorneys and six staff members in the Washington, DC, office worked on eight cases and dedicated 
approximately 250 hours to these cases; the teams of volunteers were able to help successfully negotiate a favorable decision 
with the Social Security Administration for two of its clients. In July 2018, attorneys and staff in the Washington, DC, 
office will again participate in the DC Bar Advocacy & Justice Clinic and will be taking on one Social Security disability 
matter and three landlord/tenant matters.

The following attorneys and staff members worked on these cases in 2017: Grace Balian (Paralegal Manager), George 
Breen (Member), Audrey Davis (Summer Associate), Lauren Farruggia (Summer Associate), Nathaniel Glasser 
(Member), Brian Hall (Associate), Philo Hall (Associate), Brian Hedgeman (Summer Associate), Wenxi Li (Associate), 
Kevin Malone (Associate), Teresa Mason (Associate), Timothy Murphy (Associate), Francesca Ozinal (Associate), 
Megan Robertson (Associate), Olivia Seraphim (Associate), Matthew Sprankle (Summer Associate), James Tam 
(Associate), Theresa Thompson (Associate), Trish Wagner (Member), Robert Wanerman (Member), and Sean Winker 
(Summer Associate).

Veterans Case
John O’Connor (Member, Newark office) is assisting an Army veteran who was discharged with a less than honorable 
demarcation after marijuana was found in his living quarters on his Army base.  

Fueled by his love for this Country and an unbridled sense of patriotism, brewing in him from childhood memories of the 
acts of terrorism on September 11, 2001, the client enlisted in the Army shortly after his eighteenth birthday.  The client 
had an unremarkable medical history at the time of his enrollment.  He had no prior history of headaches, anxiety or 
depression, and had never been treated by a psychiatrist, psychologist or other mental health care provider for any reason.  
Prior to being deployed to Afghanistan, the client had several physical and mental screenings revealing an unremarkable 
medical history.  

The client was deployed to Afghanistan where he was assigned for approximately one year.  During his time in Afghanistan 
the client and his squadron repeatedly engaged in direct combat in which he discharged his weapon.   In the course of 
this warfare, the client witnessed people die and saw innumerable dead bodies.  The client served illustriously while in 
Afghanistan, and he was awarded several medals.  After his one year deployment in Afghanistan, the client did not return 
to the United States in the same mental state as when he left.  He was now saddled with anxiety, feelings of helplessness, 
and an inability to sleep as he was tormented by nightmares of encounters he had in Afghanistan.  As a result, the client 
found it difficult to do his work, function in his personal life, and get along with other people.  Exhausted, stressed out 
and struggling emotionally, the client tried synthetic marijuana in an effort to cope.   After a few months and recognizing 
that the use of the synthetic marijuana was simply masking his issues and not addressing them, he unilaterally decided to 
stop self-medicating.  He continued to struggle with nightmares, flashbacks, headaches and an inability to sleep and was 
ultimately diagnosed by two separate doctors with an adjustment disorder/insomnia and anxiety.  

During an inspection of the client’s living facility at the Army base, an inspector found two bags of synthetic marijuana.  
When interviewed about this discovery, the client honestly recounted how he had used the marijuana for only a short 
period of time, and that he believed he had thrown away any remainder of marijuana that he had at that time.  He was 
ultimately discharge with a less than honorable discharge.

This matter is still ongoing and John is assisting his client in filing an application to have his discharge upgraded to 
honorable, asserting that he was simply self-medicating with marijuana as a way to cope with undiagnosed and untreated 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder arising from things he saw and did during a one year deployment in Afghanistan.



serving the
  community

ebglaw.com  |  10 

Catholic Charities Archdiocese of Washington
Mark Lutes (Chair, Board of Directors, and Member, Washington, DC, office) serves as Chair of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Washington’s Advisory Council on Multicultural Affairs. For years, Mark has developed the programs of 
the Spanish Catholic Center, a social and health services nonprofit organization that offers holistic services to immigrants 
around the world. 

Chicago Bar Association’s Animal Law Committee
Julie Badel (Member, Chicago office) is a member, past Vice Chair, and Chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Animal 
Law Committee. She helps arrange and provide veterinary care for dogs at Chicagoland Shepherd Rescue.

District VA Ethics Committee
Theodora McCormick (Member, Princeton office) is a member of the District VA Ethics Committee, where she helps 
investigate and prosecute allegations of attorney misconduct.

Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School
Since September 2014, Epstein Becker Green has been a proud participant in the Corporate 
Work Study Program with Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School (“Don Bosco”). Don Bosco, 
situated in Takoma Park, Maryland, is one of 28 schools in the Cristo Rey network located 
in U.S. cities nationwide. Don Bosco’s primary goal is to provide a college-preparatory 
education for high school students, grades 9–12, who reside in the Washington, DC, area. 
This mission is accomplished by offering students an outstanding education supported by 

talented and dedicated teachers and by giving students with limited financial resources the opportunity to pay for the bulk 
of their tuition through the Corporate Work Study Program. Epstein Becker Green sponsors two students each school 
year. For the 2017-2018 school year, Epstein Becker Green sponsored Evelin Mercedes, a junior, and Xchel Mendoza, a 
freshman.

Dress for Success
In June, employees in the Newark office collected donations that were 
delivered to the Madison, New Jersey, branch of Dress for Success. Dress 
for Success is an international not-for-profit organization that empowers 
women to achieve economic independence by providing a network of support, 
professional attire, and the development tools to help women thrive in work 
and in life.
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Feeding the Homeless
Karen Davis (Word Processor, New York office) and a few of her colleagues collected donations from employees in the 
New York office to help feed the homeless. They partnered with Back Stage Deli, which created 20 boxed lunches that 
consisted of a sandwich, a cookie, chips, and a bottle of water.  Karen and her colleagues were also able to purchase scarves 
and hats to hand out. On December 11 and 12, Karen and her colleagues walked around Grand Central Terminal and 
handed out the boxed lunches, scarves, and hats.

Foster And Adoptive Family Services
Theodora McCormick (Member, Princeton office) is a member of the Board of Directors and the Chair of the 
Governance Committee at Foster and Adoptive Family Services (“FAFS”). This year, Theodora has been updating FAFS’s 
bylaws, policies, and procedures and implementing a performance management structure. Andrew Kaplan (Member, 
Princeton office) has been helping FAFS negotiate a lease for its new office location. FAFS is a nonprofit organization 
that provides assistance to foster, adoptive, and kinship families in New Jersey. Among other things, FAFS provides 
scholarships to youths that are aging out of the foster care system and grants to foster families for children to participate in 
extracurricular activities, such as sports, computer classes, art classes, etc. FAFS also provides training for new foster parents 
and has a mentor program that pairs new foster parents with experienced foster parents.

The Future Lawyer’s Program
On July 19, 2017, Epstein Becker Green hosted the firm’s first Future Lawyer’s Program in the Washington, DC, office. 
The following eight college students, all of whom are interested in attending law school, participated in the program:

• Amanda Betten, University of 
Arizona

• Marvin Clark, Columbia University
• Jordan Culley, University of Maryland
• Faith Esene, Howard University
• Daniel Jellins, University of Chicago
• David Johnson, Sewanee: The 

University of the South
• Anabella Kalifa, High School Student
• Delphert Smith, Loyola Marymount

The students heard from current Epstein Becker Green Associates and Summer Associates about preparing for a career in 
law and tips on choosing a law school and from Tiffany Simmons, Career Counselor and Diversity Liaison from the Office 
of Career & Professional Development at American University Washington College of Law.
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Hazlet Youth Athletic League
Karen Bachmann (Legal Secretary, Newark office) is the Executive Director 
and Chair of the Annual Beefsteak Gift Auction and Annual Designer Bag 
Bingo for the Hazlet Youth Athletic League (“HYAL”). HYAL is a 501(c)(3) 
organization formed in 1957 by a group of families to provide the children of 
Hazlet with a safe and fun environment to play baseball. Over time, HYAL has 
expanded into other sports, including basketball, cheer, football, softball, and 
wrestling.

Hope for a Healthier Humanity
Mark Lutes (Chair, Board of Directors, and Member, Washington, DC, office) is a volunteer with Hope for a Healthier 
Humanity, a nonprofit organization committed to helping developing nations achieve and sustain improved health care 
systems.

The Humane Rescue Alliance of Washington, DC
Throughout 2017, attorneys and staff in the Washington, DC, office of Epstein Becker Green donated their time and 
money to help the Humane Rescue Alliance of Washington, DC (“HRADC”). These attorneys and staff members 
participated in the following initiatives:

No-Sew Fleece Blanket Pet Drive: In May, employees generously donated their time and 
money to make 60 no-sew fleece blankets that were donated to the HRADC. Employees 
gathered over the course of two days and received assistance from local Brownie Troop 
#2622 and Junior Troop #1480.

Holiday Pet Drive: In December, attorneys and staff in the Washington, DC, office came 
together and participated in a holiday pet drive that benefitted the HRADC. The office 
raised almost $900, which went toward sponsoring seven pets: three cats (Calabazita, 
George, and Sputnik) and four dogs (Claire, Festive, Sydney, and Cali). In addition to 
sponsoring these pets, the office donated a variety of supplies that included food, treats,  
toys, and other supplies for dogs, cats, and small animals (such as rabbits and guinea pigs).

Cat-Nip Toy Drive: In October, attorneys and staff in the Washington, DC, office made 
more than 200 catnip toys, which were donated to the HRADC.
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Hurricanes Relief Fundraiser Event
Pierre Georges Bonnefil (Member, New York office) helped organize the Hurricanes Relief Fundraiser Event hosted by Ms. 

Anne-Claire Legendre, Consul General of France, at 
the Consulate General of France in New York. The 
fundraiser was held on October 11, 2017, and featured 
food, wine, and music—plus a silent auction. Epstein 
Becker Green made a donation and all proceeds from 
the event were donated to the Fondation de France 
program to support those affected by the hurricanes 
that hit the Caribbean Islands.

Illinois Attorney Registration And Disciplinary Commission
Peter Steinmeyer (Member, Chicago office) is a member of the Hearing Board of the Illinois Attorney Registration 
and Disciplinary Commission (“ARDC”). The mission of the ARDC is to promote and protect the integrity of the legal 
profession, at the direction of the Supreme Court of Illinois, through attorney registration, education, investigation, 
prosecution, and remedial action. As an administrative agency of the Supreme Court of Illinois, the ARDC assists the 
court in regulating the legal profession. 

The Ivymount Corporation
Robert Wanerman (Member, Washington, DC, office) is the President of the Ivymount Corporation, which is a 501(c)(3) 
organization and the parent of the Ivymount School and Programs in Rockville, Maryland. Ivymount serves children and 
young adults through age 21 with special needs and their families. The school draws students from Maryland, the District 
of Columbia, and Northern Virginia and has specific programs for children on the autism spectrum and an Asperger’s 
program. The school has won multiple awards for its programs and helps train special education teachers. Rob also serves 
as pro bono counsel to the school and has worked on several projects involving the school’s Outreach Program, which 
provides licensed therapists and credentialed teachers to support programs beyond the school’s main campus.

Jazz at Lincoln Center
Ian Carleton Schaefer (Member, New York office) is a founding member of The Rhythm Club, the junior board of Jazz 
at Lincoln Center. Under the artistic and managerial leadership of the incomparable Wynton Marsalis, the mission of 
Jazz at Lincoln Center is to entertain, enrich, and expand a global community for jazz through performance, education, 
and advocacy. The duty of The Rhythm Club is to carry forth that mission to the next generation of leaders, patrons, and 
audiences.

Langley Stem Education Campus
Since July 2008, the Washington, DC, office of Epstein Becker Green has partnered 
with Langley Education Campus, now a preschool through fifth-grade STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) school. Each year, since forming the 
partnership, the firm’s staff and attorneys have participated in many projects with the 
school. In June 2010, Epstein Becker Green received the Outstanding Achievement 
Award in the field of Public Education from the Washington Lawyers Committee for 
our dedication and participation with Langley Education Campus. Projects in 2017 
included the following:

The 17th Annual Cooking for Kids Bake Sale and “Taste Off ”: The Washington 
Lawyers Committee hosted its annual Cooking for Kids Bake Sale and “Taste Off ” 
competition in which local law firms participated, and all of the proceeds raised from 
the bake sale were donated directly to each firm’s partner school. Attorneys and staff 
in Epstein Becker Green’s Washington, DC, office participated and raised $350 for 
Langley. 
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Coat Drive: In December, staff and 
attorneys in the Washington, DC, 
office held a coat drive and collected 
many new and gently used coats, 
scarves, hats, and gloves and mittens to 
donate to Langley.

School Supply & Uniform Drive: 
Throughout the summer, school 
supplies were collected, and Epstein 

Becker Green was able to donate a full box of binders, pens, pencils, notebook paper, folders, glue, markers, crayons, colored 
pencils, and $495 to Langley for the school to purchase uniforms for students in need. 

Thanksgiving Holiday Food Drive: In November, staff and attorneys in the Washington, DC, office raised more than 
$1,500 in order to donate 60 Thanksgiving meals, including turkeys, for families at Langley.

Legal Aid Society of the District Of Columbia
Wenxi Li (Associate, Washington, DC, office) and Timothy Murphy (Associate, Washington, DC, office) were Firm 
Coordinators for the Legal Aid Society’s 2017 Generous Associates Campaign, an annual fundraising drive led by 
associates at Washington, DC, law firms each summer. Epstein Becker Green has successfully participated in this 
fundraiser for many years. In its 2017 Generous Associates Campaign, Epstein Becker Green raised approximately 
$10,000 through individual contributions and a matching firm contribution. These donations help support the Legal Aid 
Society’s mission to “Make Justice Real” by providing civil legal aid to individuals, families, and communities in the District 
of Columbia that could not otherwise afford to hire a lawyer.

Maryland National Capital Homecare Association
Brian Steinbach (Senior Attorney, Washington, DC, office) is an Advisor to the Board of Directors of the Maryland 
National Capital Homecare Association, the trade association for the home care sector in Maryland. 

Morganville First Aid and Rescue Squad, Inc.
Daniel Levy (Member, Newark office) is a life member of the Morganville First Aid and Rescue Squad, Inc., in Marlboro 
Township, New Jersey. Daniel teaches classes on the subject of respecting legal issues in emergency medical services.

National Hispanic Bar Association
Anthony Laura (Of Counsel, Newark office) is a member of the National Hispanic Bar Association, a not-for-profit, 
non-partisan, national membership association that represents the interests of Hispanic attorneys, judges, law professors, 
and other legal professionals in the United States.

New Baby Support Group
Shelly Wierman (Legal Secretary, New York office) hosts a support group meeting twice a month for new mothers to 
discuss issues with feeding, sleeping, and all other aspects of life with a new baby.
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New Jersey Association of Student Counsel – Leadership Training 
Conference
Karl Riehl (Director of Legal Recruitment and Professional Development, New York office) has been a volunteer at 
the New Jersey Association of Student Councils (“NJASC”) organization for 27 years. The NJASC Leadership Training 
Conference teaches leadership skills to high school and middle school students every summer.

New York Bar Foundation
Kenneth Standard (Of Counsel, New York office, and General Counsel Emeritus of Epstein Becker Green) is a Life 
Fellow of the New York Bar Foundation. Established in the summer of 1950, the New York Bar Foundation is a nonprofit, 
philanthropic organization that receives charitable contributions from individuals, law firms, corporations, or other 
entities and provides grants to further its goals of promoting and advancing service to the public, improvements in the 
administration of justice, legal research and education, high standards of professional ethics, and public understanding of 
legal heritage. The foundation makes grants to financially support law-related programs of legal services organizations, 
nonprofits, bar associations, and other organizations throughout New York State.

New York Junior League
Lori Medley (Senior Counsel, New York office) is a volunteer at the New York Junior League, an organization that seeks 
to strengthen the health and well-being of the children and families of the greater New York City area.

 New York Office Charitable Drives
In 2017, attorneys and staff in the New York office were just as driven as in years 
past to be involved with helping others who are less fortunate. We held the following 
events for excellent causes:

Annual New York Cares Coat Drive: Employees once again had a marvelous 
showing of support for this charity. Many gently used coats were donated so 
that children, women, and men could stay protected against the winter’s freezing 
temperatures. Thousands of New Yorkers rely on such donations every year and the 
New York Cares Coat Drive works diligently to distribute the coats to those in need. 
Epstein Becker Green delivered several bags of coats to help this organization.

The Bowery Mission: Clean, warm items of clothing provide a great deal of relief to homeless individuals. During the 
cold months of winter, the season feels extra long to individuals who are living on the streets or sleeping in a subway car. In 
2017, the New York Office of Epstein Becker Green collected donations of new, thick socks, gloves, and hats for children, 
women, and men who are homeless or live in shelters. The generosity was incredible. We helped make a difference!

JPMorgan Chase Corporate Challenge: In June 2017, employees 
once again participated in the JPMorgan Chase Corporate 
Challenge, which is a 3.5 mile race/walk that takes place in 
New York City’s Central Park. Epstein Becker Green sponsored 
the firm participants. JPMorgan Chase uses registration fees to 
support multiple charitable organizations, as well as to support 
the Central Park Conservancy, which helps keep the 843 acres of 
Central Park well maintained and beautiful for all visitors.
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Helping Hurricane Victims: On the same day 
as our other offices, October 23, the firm’s New 
York office held its Annual International Food 
Festival in celebration of Diversity Month. 
This fundraiser was a tremendous success, with 
employees bringing in food that represented 
their heritage. The firm matched the monetary 
donations given at this event, so we were 
able to raise $1,500 for One America Appeal 

(which was created to help our fellow citizens in Texas, Florida, and the Caribbean as they recover and rebuild from the 
terrible devastation caused by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, 
and Maria, respectively). 

Toys for Tots: Every year, the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
runs its Toys for Tots Program. The New York office 
showed overwhelming support by donating lots of new, 
unwrapped toys for all ages. It was wonderful to know 
that our acts of giving  brought happiness during the 
holidays to the less fortunate children of the community.

NJ LEEP 
Attorneys in the firm’s Newark office volunteer for 
NJ LEEP (the New Jersey Law and Education Empowerment Project), a college access and success program serving 
students and families in the greater Newark area. NJ LEEP’s College Bound Program empowers high school students by 
giving them both the academic and social-emotional skills necessary to succeed in college and beyond. Their curriculum, 
implemented over four years of programming, uses law to teach transferable skills. 

Jack Wenik and Laurajane Kastner (Members, Newark office) served as mentors/volunteers and coached a disadvantaged 
New Jersey high school student in a debating/education program. In addition, Laurajane also mentors a graduate of the NJ 
LEEP program. She started working with this student last spring to assist him in moving from the waiting list at her alma 
mater to becoming admitted.

In addition, over the summer, the Newark office provided internships to two high school juniors. The week-long internship 
introduced the students to Epstein Becker Green’s different practice areas. Denise Dadika (Member, Newark office) 
oversaw the program, and many of the attorneys in the Newark office contributed to the programming.

Polar Bear Plunge
On February 25, 2017, Eileen Mustardo (Legal Secretary, Newark office) participated in 
the Polar Bear Plunge in Seaside Heights to benefit the New Jersey Special Olympics. With 
contributions from her Epstein Becker Green co-workers, Eileen raised more than $500. 
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Preserve Putnam County
George Whipple (Member, New York office) continues to support Preserve Putnam County, a not-for-profit educational 
organization established in 1999 to foster the preservation of the historic architectural character and natural environment 
of Putnam County, New York. Preserve Putnam County built a park, 911 Memorial, and conference center in the middle 
of the county seat that it owns and leases to the people of Putnam County for $.10 a year. The organization also acted as 
steward of the Tilly Foster Farm Museum for five years, displaying more than 100 critically endangered early American 
farm animals for 10,000 visitors a year, free of charge. The organization also relocated the threatened 1832 Red Mills 
Baptist Church to the Putnam County Veteran’s Memorial Park.

The Raine Foundation
Karen Bachmann (Legal Secretary, Newark office) is a Trustee 
and Chair of the Annual Gala Gift Auction, the Keyport Yacht 
Club Ragatta Gift Auction, and the Annual Designer Bag Bingo 
for the RAINE Foundation. RAINE—“Reaching All in Need 
Everyday”—is a 501(c)(3) organization established in 2001 
to assist children and their families in crisis and has positively 
impacted the Bayshore Community in New Jersey by providing 
food, clothing, assistance during the holidays, and various other 
necessities for families in crisis.

Rutgers Law School - Newark
Maxine Neuhauser (Member, Newark office) served as a judge for the Rutgers Law School – Newark, Appellate Moot 
Court Competition.

Seton Hall Law School
Michelle Capezza (Member, New York office) served as a member of the Seton Hall Law School’s Alumni Council, a 
committee that partners with the law school’s Admissions, Career Services, and Dean of Students offices to reach out to 
students and recent graduates to assist them in achieving their career development goals as well as develop programs to 
enhance the alumni community. Michelle is also a member of the school’s adjunct faculty. In addition, she individually 
mentored students and alumni of Seton Hall Law on careers in the law.

Daniel Levy (Member, Newark office) is a member of the Seton Hall Law School’s Alumni Council and has participated 
in several programs by serving as Co-Chair of the Special Events Committee.

Sutton Place Synagogue
Evan Spelfogel (Member, New York office) is a member of the Long-Range Planning Committee, Legal and Governance, 
of the Sutton Place Synagogue in New York City.
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Willie Mae Rock Camp for Girls
Hanna Fox (Member, New York office) is a Co-Founder of Willie Mae Rock Camp for Girls, a nonprofit music and 
mentoring program in New York City that empowers girls and women through music education, volunteerism, and 
activities that foster self-respect, leadership skills, creativity, critical thinking, and collaboration. The organization operates 
a summer day camp, after-school programs, and community events, and it welcomes participants who identify as females, 
transgender, and gender non-conforming. All programs are offered for no charge or on a sliding scale based on financial 
needs. 

Womensphere Global Network
Michelle Capezza (Member, New York office) is a founding member of the Womensphere Global Network, an 
international community empowering women to lead and create the future. Through various programs and initiatives, 
the Womensphere Global Network inspires, connects, and invests in women leaders, innovators, scientists, creators, 
entrepreneurs, and the next generation of women leaders—to boldly envision, achieve, and transform our world, and create 
our future. The Womensphere Global Network’s founding members are comprised of accomplished and emerging global 
leaders, business executives, academic leaders, rising managers, entrepreneurs, social innovators, creative visionaries, and 
thought leaders across industries, fields, and disciplines.

Yale Law School Executive Committee
Jack Wenik (Member, Newark office) serves on the Yale Law School Executive Committee and has been involved with 
mentoring law students and helping decide various law school development projects.

YMCA Of Montclair (NJ)
Maura Clemente (Paralegal, New York office) is a Group Exercise Instructor and Personal Trainer at the YMCA of 
Montclair. She serves as a role model for 10 to 12 kids in the Seventh Grade Initiative program. The goals for this program 
are to encourage healthy and positive habits and form friendships that will last a lifetime.



    the robert d. reif      
      fellowship in legal   
ethics and professional 
                    values
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In 2012, Epstein Becker Green created the Robert D. Reif Fellowship in Legal Ethics and Professional Values with the 
assistance of American University Washington College of Law. The mission of the Fellowship is to honor the memory of 
longtime partner Bob Reif by furthering his career-long commitment to maintaining the highest level of ethical standards 
and professionalism in dealing with clients, fellow attorneys, and the community. 

On May 4, 2017, Epstein Becker Green awarded Andrew Beeler the Robert D. Reif Fellowship in Legal Ethics and 
Professional Values at a reception at the firm’s Washington, DC, office. After a review of essays submitted on topics 
involving legal ethics and professional values, three finalists were interviewed, and Mr. Beeler, a third-year law student at 
American University Washington College of Law, was chosen by the Selection Committee to receive the firm’s fourth 
Fellowship award. Mr. Beeler’s paper was titled “The Black Box of Lawyers Assistance Programs: Explaining the Need for 
Special Advocates for Impaired Attorneys.” Mr. Beeler presented an overview of his paper at the reception. 

The firm also congratulated finalists Sarah West, who submitted a paper titled “Locating a Conflict of Interest in Local 
Prosecution of Prison Officials,” and Vidya Dindiyal, who submitted a paper titled “Ensuring Due Process Rights and Fair 
Access for Society’s Most Vulnerable Low-Wage Workers: What Are Defense Counsel’s Ethical Obligations with Regards 
to Communications with Potential Class Members?” for their exceptional entries.

To date, we have raised more than 
$115,000 for the Fellowship, and we 
continue to accept donations. If you 
are interested in donating, please 
visit the “About the Firm: Pro Bono 
& Community Service” section 
of the firm’s website, ebglaw.com, 
to get a copy of the donation form. 
Contributions made to the Fellowship 
are tax deductible, and donations should 
be sent to Amy Simmons, Director 
of Legal Recruitment & Professional 
Development, Epstein Becker & Green, 
P.C., 1227 25th Street, NW, Suite 700, 
Washington, DC 20037.

L-R: Kathy Williams, Doug Hastings, Susan Carle, Melissa Reif, Amy Reif, 
Andrew Beeler, Lia Epperson, Jim Flynn, and Alan Wasserman, M.D.
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We would like to thank and acknowledge those that have 
made contributions to the Robert D. Reif Fellowship:

Founder ($25,000 and Above)
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.

Benefactor ($10,000 - $24,999)
Steven & Deborah Epstein 
Amy, Eric & Melissa Reif 
Jeffrey Snyder & Lynn Shapiro Snyder

Patron ($5,000 - $9,999)
Stephen Badger/GW Medical Faculty Associates 
Steven Fisher & Tobi Mackler 
Doug & Ginny Hastings

Supporter ($1,000 - $4,999)
Jeffrey Becker 
Jim Frank 
Wendy Goldstein & Josh Feldman 
William Helvestine & Alice Anderson 
Bill & Shauna Kopit 
David & Jaime Matyas 
David Tatge 
Daly Temchine & Linda Tiano

Donor ($500 - $999)
Stuart Gerson 
Catherine Katz
Bill Milani 
Allen Roberts

Friend (Up to $500)
Beth & Jeffrey Alper
Linda Altschul 
Louis Benza (Empire Blue Cross  
  Blue Shield) 
Bob Berg 
Michelle Capezza 
Jesse Caplan 
Eric Conn 
Karen Bonnie Eaton
Jim Flynn
Margaret Foley 
Shawn Gilman 
Peter Gray & Adria Zeldin 
Barry Guryan 
Jeff Hamrick 
Debra Jones 
Philomena Maisano 
Lori Mazzola 
Donna Shumaker 
Amy Simmons 
Leonard Sloan 
Frank & Amy  
  Spadafino 
Evan Spelfogel 
Alan Stoll 
Steven Swirsky 
Patti Thuillier



At Epstein Becker Green, we continue to grieve the loss of Amanda 
Rose Laura, the daughter of our colleague Anthony Laura and his wife, 
Rosemary. Amanda passed away on August 1, 2017, at the age of 25. To 
honor Amanda for many years to come and to assist in fulfilling her passion 
for helping others, the Laura family established The Amanda Rose Laura 
Foundation. This nonprofit corporation will provide financial assistance to 
children growing up in poverty so that they may have enriched educational 
experiences and opportunities. The firm has made a donation to the 
Foundation in memory of Amanda and in support of the Laura family.

Amanda’s career, although tragically cut short, was incredibly impactful. 
From 2014 to 2016, as an educator for Teach for America, she taught at 
an underserved high school in Chicago. While at the school, she founded 
an SAT/ACT training program, tutored a senior who gave birth in April 

2017 so that she could meet the requirements to graduate on time, and coached the girls’ soccer team without pay 
when the school could no longer afford its prior soccer coach. Amanda was then awarded a Fulbright Grant to teach 
English to disadvantaged children in Madrid, Spain, where she lived in 2016-2017. Observing firsthand how hard it 
was for a teacher to fix, from the bottom up, what she perceived to be a broken inner-city educational system, Amanda 
decided to pursue a law degree to try to make a change from the top down. She would have started her first year at 
the University of Chicago Law School in September 2017.

For those interested in making a personal donation to the Foundation, you may either go to the Foundation’s 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ARLFoundation) and use PayPal or send a check to The Amanda 
Rose Laura Foundation, 27 Baldwin Drive, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922. The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

     the amanda  
         rose laura
  foundation
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Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy Foundation  
Alan Arville, Member, Washington, DC, office

Asian Pacific American Bar Association Educational 
Fund 
Wenxi Li, Associate, Washington, DC, office

The Browning School  
Jeffrey Landes, Member, New York office

California Term Limits, Inc.  
Adam Abrahms, Member, Los Angeles office

Camp Nejeda Foundation 
Denise Dadika, Member, Newark office

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield  
Clifford Barnes, Member, Washington, DC, office

Children’s Law Center of New York 
Marc Mandelman, Member, New York office

Community Access Unlimited, Inc.  
Maxine Neuhauser, Member, Newark office

Dramatic Results  
Christina Rentz, Associate, Los Angeles office

Enclave at Shrewsbury Home Owners Association 
Maxine Neuhauser, Member, Newark office

Fairfield County Bar Foundation  
Deborah Cannavino, Member, Stamford office.  
Deborah currently serves as the President of the  
foundation.

Fairfield University’s Center for Faith and Public Life 
Pierre Georges Bonnefil, Member, New York office

Figure Skating in Harlem – Junior Board of Directors 
Lori Medley, Senior Counsel, New York office

Finlandia University  
Julie Badel, Member, Chicago office. Julie was Vice 
Chair of the Finlandia University Board of Directors for 
the last four years and became Chair on January 1, 
2017.

First American Inn of Transactional Counsel  
Board of Trustees  
Michelle Capezza, Member, New York office

Foster and Adoptive Family Services 
Theodora McCormick, Member, Princeton office

Friends of Karen 
Steven Swirsky, Member, New York office

Glamour Gals 
Lauri Rasnick, Member, New York office

Glenwood Academy 
Julie Badel, Member, Chicago office

Harvard School of Public Health Policy and  
Management Executive Council 
Lynn Shapiro Snyder, Member, Washington, DC, office

Hazlet Youth Athletic League  
Karen Bachmann, Legal Secretary, Newark office

Health Care Industry Access Initiative  
Clifford Barnes and Carrie Valiant, Members,  
Washington, DC, office

Hope for Good Dog Rescue, Inc.  
Anthony Laura, Of Counsel, Newark office

The Ivymount Corporation and  
The Ivymount Foundation  
Robert Wanerman, Member, Washington, DC, office

Jazz at Lincoln Center  
Ian Carleton Schaefer, Member, New York office
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The KIOO Project  
Lori Mazzola, Director of  

Information Technology.  
Lori is the President of  

the Board of Directors.

The LGBT Bar Foundation  
of Greater New York  

Karl Riehl, Director of Legal  
Recruitment and Professional  

Development, New York office

Maryland Israel Development Center  
Lynn Shapiro Snyder, Member,  

Washington, DC, office

National Association of Health  
Services Executives  

Clifford Barnes, Member,  
Washington, DC, office

New Jersey Law and Education  
Empowerment Project  

(NJ LEEP) Advisory Board,  
Denise Dadika, Member, Newark office

New Jersey Technical Council  
Advisory Board 

Michelle Capezza, Member, New York office

New Jersey Women’s Lawyer Association  
Jennifer Barna, Associate, Newark office

New York Youth Symphony 
Ian Carleton Schaefer, Member, New York office

Northeast Business Group on Health 
Jeffrey Becker, Member, New York office

Orchards Children’s Services  
Adam Forman, Member, Detroit office. Adam holds  

the position of Vice Chair of the Board of Directors.

Planned Parenthood Hudson Peconic, Inc. 
Arthur Fried, Member, New York office.

Providence Rest  
Jack Gleason, Member, New York office

The RAINE Foundation 
Karen Bachmann, Legal Secretary, Newark office

Seabury Resources for Aging 
Stuart Gerson, Member, Washington, DC, office

Street Law, Inc. 
Carrie Valiant, Member, Washington, DC, office

The Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Under-
standing 
Jeffrey Becker, Member, New York office

Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley 
Marc Mandelman, Member, New York office. Marc 
holds the position of first Vice  
President and Member of the Executive Committee.

Temple Israel 
Adam Forman, Member, Detroit office

Tenafly Nature Center 
Jennifer Barna, Associate, Newark office

The Three Ten Condominium 
Evan Spelfogel, Member, New York office

UPO Inspire Foundation 
Clifford Barnes, Member, Washington, DC, office

Washington Lawyers Committee  
Carrie Valiant, Member, Washington, DC, office

The Women Business Leaders of the U.S. Health 
Care Industry Foundation  
Lynn Shapiro Snyder and Carrie Valiant, Members, 
Washington, DC, office
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